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Because of uneven distribution of educational resources, the degree of
educational development shows significant disparity between urban and
rural regions in China. By applying the information technology
applications, equitable and quality educational resources can be provided
to those children in rural areas. It is considered as an important means to
provide effective support for education in rural areas. In view of this, Shin
Shin Educational Foundation has started the pilot initiative based on
"virtual computer lab" model to promote the interactivity and the "project-
based" teaching.

A pilot project site is Minde Shin Shin primary school in Jilin Province.

Based on their “Virtual Computer Lab” and eLearning methodology, a

comprehensive study and survey were conducted and we found that

“Virtual Computer Lab” classroom has accomplished the following:

1) It has provided more access to computers and networking
opportunities for students, improved the students ' ability to apply
information technology, and promoted students' active learning and
independent study.

2) It permits teachers to use information technology to carry out multiple
interactive teachings which have created conditions conducive to
stimulating the teachers/students role exchange, and focus on
improving student learning ability and self-confidence.

3) The applications allow teachers to truly appreciate the challenges of
the ever changing IT development and promote the “Virtual Computer
Lab” as a platform to conduct a variety of school-based teaching and
research activities.

Shin Shin “Virtual Computer Lab" classroom has several advantages
including lower cost, higher efficiency, easier maintenance, and lower
overall power consumption. It addresses the issues of inadequate number
of computers and IT applications in the rural area. It promotes the use of
computers classroom for eLearning teaching and changes the traditional
blackboard teaching phenomenon. In addition, the circular computer
classroom design is conducive for students and teacher/students to
interact. In the computer classrooms environment, we have observed that
the atmosphere is more pleasant, learning is more effective and
attractive, and thereby it increases the effectiveness of schooling.

A Letter from a Sichuan Student
Yanling Luo, December 24, 2012
Shin Shin Elementary School, Tongde Village, Sichuan, China
Dear Grandpa Lin,
Merry Christmas! Please accept our greetings and blessings
from children in a Sichuan village. Even though we have never
met, we are constantly touched by the love from you and many
others in the United States. Your love and caring fill our hearts
and light up our future. Each day, | think of you when | come to
Shin Shin School, visit our library, glimpse the collection of
books, and spot the newly renovated restroom. | think of you
when | am taught by teachers using the multimedia equipment,
work on the computer, and use the Internet to reach out the
colorful world. | have never seen you but | know of you.
Although only my grandmother living with me, | don’t feel lonely.
As the principal has said “when our hearts sowed with the
seeds of kindness, it not only illuminates ourselves, it also
illuminates people who are in need of care and help.” On behalf
of all 523 students, my teacher asked me to write to you, and |
am very proud of this. | want to convey their greetings and
blessings to you. | wish you and all Shin Shin aunties and
uncles a merry Christmas. Wish you all well!
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Join Shin Shin, Spread the Love -

Experiences from Computer Teachers Training Program
Teacher Hongjun Lang, July 27, 2013
Liuguan Shin Shin School, Lingchuan County, Jincheng City, Shanxi Province
| took part in the Computer Teachers Training program in Jilin Province sponsored
by Shin Shin Educational Foundation this summer. First of all, | want to thank Shin
Shin and the volunteers for their hard work and devotion to the development of
rural education in China.
This training provides an
excellent opportunity for rural
teachers to improve the level
of education and the
proficiency in  computer.
While the schedule was tight
and the task was demanding,
it was very fulfilling though. |
often used the computer
before this training, but the
computer to me was like a
mystery. After the instructor
explained the computer
architecture systematically, | now have a comprehensive understanding of
computers and networks as well as the application software. Since I've mastered
the use of computers and the Internet, it helps me to search needed educational
resources as well as use them for the multimedia based teaching. This will further
assist my teaching and also play an important role to train rural students in
information technology.
After the training, | not only gained deeper understanding of computer knowledge,
but also learned from Shin Shin volunteers’ down-to-earth pragmatic approach and
their unlimited care and passion for rural education. This realization helps me to
firmly believe in rural education and wholeheartedly devote my sweat and hard
work for it. Il live up to Shin Shin’s motto which says “to take ten years to grow a
tree, but hundred years to rear people”.

A BRI - R ECSFEBRBRIRI TS
BR4cE, 201347 A 27 A

WL E IR R BRSOk P e NG
BE > KRTEREZXLRINFHROF L EBRKEFTALETHIEI
Yo BABRBMARRAFT AL ATEARHAFTERGEFHH 8
A ©
BRIZBINARZEMBHNAGHAFHFATFRAREE T F AR
TRGEE - ARNME  £FF 2R 4 AE2RIZT > K
LEFTHERATER  RAREFEIRARREREIGL - BEBELFHY
A5HR BRHETERREKH TR2E TH > LRk &AM
A ARRKREAFRERNFERRARESL  HMERFTARNE
FokE EREERISHRHAET SHHRSBORE >
EEAZ e EFTERZNTB -
@BBTHERGEE > TERET TR FRERKRKASY LER
FTERABETNEL  ALROFHENZFEROHECfHARE
HEBFOBRIAE - ERIBTTEREAAFTHES  HBAMHT
et BENKFELETHACH—DIE TFARKKFTE
2e+FHAR > BFEHAGMB

An Inspiration from a New Volunteer Judy Yang

I'm happy that I've had the opportunity to volunteer at Shin Shin. Shin Shin is
unique because every person here is a volunteer. I'm humbled to be a part of a
group of people who are so committed, hard-working, and friendly while donating
their personal time. Because of the volunteers’ efforts over the last 16 years, Shin
Shin has made a tremendous impact in Chinese rural education.

A Volunteer Teaching Assistant’s Reflections on
the 2013 Changsha ECTT English Program

Kah-Fae Chan, Toronto, Canada
Despite many dire warnings about the suffocating heat and humidity
in Changsha, | actually did quite nicely when | was there in July. Ah,
what can | say about the wonderful group of impossibly youthful
primary school English teachers from all over China to attend the
ECTT! My focus was to facilitate their English conversation practice.
The objective would be that by the end of the ECTT session, every
attendee is able to carry on simple conversations in English. When |
started interacting with the teachers, it occurred to me that they
played a bigger role than just teaching English, given many of the
children’s disadvantaged family conditions. Many children have
absentee parents, and most parents do not have the means to help
their children with school work. The teachers need to serve as
surrogate parents, or provide the emotional support to these young
children. Since then, | kept thinking about how Shin Shin, and all that
it represents. Could the ECTT serve a higher purpose; one of
preparing the teachers for their extended role? In a school
environment where the teachers live the Shin Shin spirit, and the
children will grow up in an environment of love and compassion. The
positive influence on the children would be immeasurable.
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